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Jack just got out of  
the hospital with insuf-
ficient cardiac output. 
He had gained a lot of  
fluid weight. He is out 
now and getting thin, 
really; he has lost 50 
pounds in two weeks. 
Good going Jack. His 
diet is helping me think 
more about my weight 
too.

Jim is doing fine, but 
his wife Mary Jane has 
had 11 surgeries this 
fall and winter. She is 
now recovering and 
getting sassy again.

She really runs our motley crew. I tell you 
all of  this so you will better understand that 
the club is in good standing, but moving at 
a slower pace.

Our threesome has managed to attend 
both Des Moines and Lancaster, but we all 
have to get out of  the truck and walk every 
two hours. We hope you all enjoy the Bul-
letin and we welcome any help you may feel 
inclined to give this trio of  old men walking. 
See you when the next round of  shows begin 

Scott Amo for James

Hi Guys, This is 
Scott writing in 
for James and 

for Jack. The motley 
crew wants you all to 
know that we are alive 
and barely getting on.

I will start with my-
self, last year we drove 
to Oklahoma City for 
the Grand National.
When we returned I 
had a stiff  neck which 
I though was from the 
two-day drive, but it 
took five months to get 
an accurate diagnosis 
of  severe degenerative 
disc disorder with arthritis.

I did PT and it moved down my spine 
where they found a stress fracture at L4 and 
more arthritis. More PT. I went to the doc-
tor with the complaint of  a sore left knee 
and marbles in my right sock. This diagno-
sis took themsix months to figure out it was 
not my back fracture causing the pain, but 
rather arthritis in the knee and foot. If  any-
one is looking for arthritis I have plenty to 
share. I now walk like Quasimodo, but still 
look good for 60.

SHOW SEASON
We have made it easier for the show secretary to get the appropriate judging 
sheets and show rules. You can now download them at rarepigeons.net  this 
is the Rare Breed Pigeon Club’s official website.

WINTER
2014–15
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COMMITTEE
AREA DIRECTORS
APPOINTMENTS

President:
James Fathbruckner 
392 Field St
Ostrander OH 43061
(740) 666 9913

Vice-President:
Link Martin 
5218 Crestwood Dr, 
Harrisburg PA 17109
kyhipa@comcast.net
(717) 540 1294

Secretary/Treasurer:
Scott Amo
10860 Briggs Hwy
Cement City MI 49233
sbamo1954@gmail.com
(734) 330 0996

Master Breeders Coordinator:
Jack Melkerson
2936 Sherman Dr
Lapeer MI 48446
melkersj@hotmail.com
(810) 441 4723

Bulletin Team:
Scott Amo (see above)
Frank Povah
2377 Cedar Rd
Stamping Ground KY 40379
flp@littlewallaby.com
(502) 535 4794

Area Directors
District 1: (Washington State, Idaho, Oregon, 
California, Nevada, Arizona, Hawaii) Terry Gier, 
1857 Discovery Way, SACRAMENTO CA  95819 
(916) 451 5370
District 2: (Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, 
New Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Nebraska) John Navant, 1020 Terry Street, 
GOLDEN CO 80401 • (303) 384 9614
District 3: (Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, 
Arkansas, Louisiana) Nicholas Fontenot, 6031 US 
Highway 167 North, VILLE PATTE LA 70586
District 4: (Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan) Sally Przybranowski, 
871 Elton Hwy, TIPTON MI 49287. (734) 645 9542 
and Scott Amo, 10860 Briggs Hwy, CEMENT CITY MI 
49233 sbamo1954@yahoo.com • (734) 330 0996
District 5: (Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, 
New York, Delaware, New Jersey, Virginia, West 
Virginia) Dan Brennan, 1050 Moselem Springs Rd, 
HAMBURG  PA 19526 • (610) 562-3038
District 6: (Tennessee, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, 
Puerto Rico) Mike Brown, 1310 Audobon Drive, 
COCOA  FL 32922 
District 7: (Western Canada, Alaska) Dick Taylor, 
6/701 11th Avenue NW, Swift Current, 
Saskatchewan 59H-4M5 CANADA
District 8: (Eastern Canada) Jeff Draper, 
RR 1 Jasper, Ontario K0G 1GO CANADA 
(613) 283 5590

Spring 2014

MEETING HELD at the Days Inn Hotel in 
Jeffersonville Indiana at 1800 Friday Octo-
ber 24. Meeting called to order by President 
James Fathbruckner with fourteen (14) mem-
bers present were:

James Fathbruckner
Scott Amo,
Jack Melkerson
Neil Kentner
Justin Kentner
Lynne Dawson
Doug Jones
Richard Ronovic
Rob Pritchard
Andrew Miles
Richard Messimino
Frank Kazcor 
Bob Jakubowski.

Dinner was obtained from KFC.

First order of  business was the Annual 
Financial Report.
Current balance of  $2775.46 in checking. 
Major source of  income from Auctions held 
at NYBS, Des Moines and Lancaster shows. 
Membership dues provide income at $15.00 
annually. Average cost to put out the Bulletin 
approaches $300.00 and it goes out quarter-
ly. Other expenses are Premium book ads for 
NYBS $75.00, Des Moines $75.00 and the 
GN at $100.00. Awards; Rosettes and rib-
bons $811.49 and memorial mugs $130.00. 
USPS shipping $52.52 and annual website fee 
to James Laverne $90.00.

Members voted to not donate money to 
the Legacy fund this year due to the NPA 
secretary not confirming last year’s dona-
tion. Membership did vote for $100.00 for 
the Pigeon Museum.

Master Breeder points were discussed by 
membership.

Currently 500 points needed for Specialty 
Master Breeder and 1000 for All Breed Mas-
ter Breeder. Only the National shows earn 

100 master breeder points for Grand Cham-
pion. Motion made and membership agreed 
that Des Moines and Lancaster shows be 
added to the list of  shows where 100 points 
are awarded to the Grand Champion and Re-
serve gets 50 points starting in 2015.

Members Handbook states 20 birds need-
ed for a sanction meet.

Motion made and membership agreed to 
raise the number to 30 birds needed for a 
sanctioned meet.

A concern was raised that a person judg-
ing a show could also have birds in the 
meet and have another Judge judge his 
birds.

Motion made that the Judge may not have 
birds in the show and judge any part of  the 
show. Membership agreed.

Preamble to following matter: In 2008 Ron Da-
vis (lacking any Rare Breeds records) allowed 
members to self  report how many Master 
Breeder points they had. Some members 
expressed concern that at least one member 
lacked integrity in self  reporting.
A discussion of  integrity and 
ethics ensued.

A motion was made and membership 
agreed to the creation of  an Ethics Board. 
The Board will have three people drawn from 
a list of  eligible candidates. Candidates will 
be asked to discuss an ethical matter when a 
complaint of  ethics is presented to the club. 
No candidate for the Ethics Board can be 
involved in the complaint. The discussion 
of  the Board is done in secret and they shall 
discuss the validity of  the complaint. If  war-
ranted the Board will determine an appropri-
ate course of  discipline based on a scale of:

1. Minor offense
2. Moderate offense
3. Egregious offense.

Meeting adjourned at 2030.

Annual Business Meeting, 2014
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ACCREDITED JUDGES
Here is a list of the people who have judged Rare Breed Specialty Shows in the past. If you 

are putting on a show and are looking for qualified judges then choose a member from 
the list or check with James Fathbruckner, the member in charge of our Judging Program.

Scott Amo Larry Gardner Eric Kooker Joe Powers

James R Ashton Paul Gibson Mike Lerp James Reynolds

Dan Brennan Phil Gonzales Link Martin Don Roscoe

Mike Brown Roger Hansen Jack Melkerson Jerry Sindelaar

Art Carte John Heppner George Menushie Bob Sutherland

Terry Daily Bob Jakubowski Cailin Monahan Stanley Vercouteren

John De Carlo Jr. Harold Jones Orrie Moore Greg Volzke

James Fathbruckner Neil Kentner John Navant Ron White

Wayne Fischer Joel Kinkade John Nelson Steve Yonke

Nickolas Fontenot Amy Klopman Tony Patti

If you feel your name should appear on this list, then contact James Fathbruckner. 
Our apologies if we have overlooked you.

List of Master Breeders
Hopefully the breeding season has been a good one for everyone.  
In consolidating lists sometimes things get overlooked.   I wish to 
express my apologies to long time member Harold Jones with 364 
Master Breeder points that somehow was missed on the last list.  
Please remember I keep a spread sheet of all exhibitors at our Rare 
Breeds sanctioned meets but only points for paid members count and 
will be released for publication in the Spring newsletter.   According 
to the rules non-members points earned count only if they join at the 
Meet they earned them. 
As show results come in please get them to me ASAP.  I’m trying to 
keep the records as up to date as possible.  To help me out with this, 
please use the Rare Breeds Meet Summary Sheets and fill them 
out as completely as possible. This makes to possible to keep show 
results posted quickly and accurately.  The show result sheets are 
where all my information for Master Breeder Points comes from.  They 
are available in the show packets that Scott Amo sends out with 
the Meet Rosettes.  If you are not receiving or using them contact 
Scott.  The packet contains Award Rosettes and all the paperwork 
you need for a sanctioned Rare Breeds Club Meet.   You can contact 
me by phone, email, snail mail, or even stop in for a visit if you are in 
the neighbor hood.  Any questions on Master Breeder Points do not 
hesitate they are very, very appreciated.
I have dropped my land phone line.   My new contact number is listed 
below.  Below are the Master  Breeders I have on record.   If you or 
anyone is missing let me know.
Respectfully submitted by:

Jack Melkerson
2936 Sherman Drive, Lapeer Mi 48446
810-441-4723, melkersj@hotmail.com

Scott  Amo Brad Child (deceased)
Dan Brennan Ron Davis (deceased)
Mike Brown Anne Ellis

Terry Gier John Nelson
Roger Hanson Bob Nolan
Wes Heidrich Link Martin
John Heppner Tally Mezzanatto
Bill Hetzel Marv Schindler
Bob Jakubowski Mike Swanson
Joe Jefferson Leon Tucker
Amy Klopman Greg Volzke
Leonard Kuzminsk Steve Yonke
John Navant

It is difficult to 
publish a Show 

Calendar without 
a list of shows and 

dates.
Details of your club 

events are more than 
welcome and will 

be published in the 
appropriate issue

Our thoughts go out to all 
those suffering ill-health and 
loss. Our fervent wish is that 
you enjoy a speedy return to 
good health and high spirits.
A special thought goes out 
to Mary Jane Fathbruckner 

who has endured 11 surgical 
procedures in recent times. 

Thank you Mary Jane for your 
support of our club.
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IN THE MOST RECENT NPA 
Quarterly Mike Spencer wrote an ar-
ticle about his inclusion into the NPA 
Constitution of  an Ethics Clause.

Over the past few years I have 
searched both the RBPC Constitution 
and the NPA constitution for informa-
tion regarding rules governing behav-
iors of  exhibitors. My NPA Constitu-
tion is old and I am pleased that Mike 
Spencer has taken the time to include 
ethics into it. This comes at just the 
same time that the RBPC has voted to 
create an ethics board. We are looking 
into the creation of  RBPC show rules 
and expected appropriate behaviors of  
both exhibitors and members. 

I have included in this bulletin the 
start of  some show rules. Please help 
out the club and review the rules and 
add a few of  your own. At the last 
Annual Meeting the members voted 
and agreed to create an ethics board to 
address any concerns brought to the 
RBPC Board.

On rare occasions we have wit-
nessed loud and disruptive behav-
iors in the show hall and at Grand 
National settings. We now have the 
means to address these behaviors and 
other behaviors unfitting the RBPC 
and NPA.

If  you have a concern you may now 
approach the Board and have your 
complaint reviewed by a panel of  three 
members who are objective and not 
involved in the complaint. The panel 
must be members in good standing, 
exhibit a history of  fairness and be 
unrelated to the complaint. The com-
plaint will be reviewed and a solution 
will be suggested to the board.

The board will review the 
complaint and solution and 
take appropriate action. This 
process is new and we hope 
unnecessary. However, as a 
process in place we hope that 
it serves its purpose to derail 
future problems.

We are a rare group that 
celebrates an interest in pro-
moting the pigeon hobby. 

Each show should be a pleasant and 
fun day spent in the pursuit of  fel-
lowship. Show rules and expectations 
about personal behaviors will ensure a 
fun and fair day to be enjoyed by all.

 As co-editor of  the Bulletin I also 
encourage membership to write to me 
any complaints or concerns. We will 
publish these concerns so that the 
entire membership can participate in 
resolving and creating a healthy show 
environment. Together in pursuit of  
fellowship at make things better.

Scott Amo

Timing is
Everything

Timing is
Everything

Timing is
Everything

RARE BREED PIGEON SHOW 
— PROPOSED RULES —

	 1.	 Seamless pigeon bands only.

	 2.	 RBPC is not responsible for lost or stolen birds or personal 	 	
	 	 property.

	 3.	 One bird per hole.

	 4.	 No sick, maimed or out of condition birds

	 5.	 All birds must be free of infectious disease and external 	 	
	 	 parasites.

	 6.	 Bird(s) as described in 4 and 5 can be removed by the Judge 		
	 	 in charge of a sanctioned meet.

	 7.	  Judge in Charge’s decisions will be final.

	 8.	 Exhibitors failing to comply with show rules may be 	 	 	
	 	 disqualified and/or forfeit wins.

	 9.	 Any person interfering (approaching or talking) with the judge 	
	 	 or judging will be disqualified.

10.	 Protests and other concerns may be submitted to the RBPC 
Board for consideration.   

11.	 No birds can be removed from the show until Championships 	
	 	 are declared.

THANK YOU
Thanks to the Reading PA 
club for a great show and 

successful Rare Breed 
Auction. The club made 

$355.00.

Thanks to all the people who 
donated birds and to those 

who bought them.
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Forthcoming Ohio shows
The Ohio poultry clubs in Akron, 

Columbus, Lima and Cincinnati have 
all added pigeon to their show lists.  
They have huge junior membership 
and great awards for junior and other 
categories.  

Coming up soon is the Lima show.  
West Central Ohio Poultry Club will 
have a show at the Allen County Fair-
grounds this March.  The show week-
end is 03/21/2015. The Address is 
2750 Harding Hwy, Lima OH 45804.  
Go to their website for entry blank 
and details wcopc.com

The Eastern Ohio Poultry Associa-
tion is also having their second annual 
show near Akron OH.  You can check 
them out at easternohiopoultryassoci-
ation.com and when you visit the site 
you can sign up for their newsletter.  
This show is a lot of  fun and the boys 
do a great job, just be warned to stay 
clear of  their ice cream coffee, it’s not 
for the faint of  heart. See you all at 
these great events, Scott

Recently, Dorathea [Purebred Pi-
geon—ed.] wrote an editorial about the 
merits of  combining pigeon shows and 
chicken shows. 

In November 2014 the Ohio Na-
tional Chicken Show was held at the 
Ohio State Fair Grounds in Colum-
bus. Along with nearly 10,000 poultry 
entries of  all kinds there was a pigeon 
show with over 200 birds. It was the 
100th annual show for this club and 
the second year they held a pigeon 
show. There was lots of  media cover-
age, lots of  visitors and, most impor-
tantly, there were hundreds of  junior 
exhibitors. At my local pigeon shows 
we only get one or two juniors. 

The NPA was also present at the 
show with a table set up to gather new 
members and answer pigeon related 

questions. Jerry Gagne, James Fath-
bruckner and Jack Melkerson manned 
the booth. What I think the NPA and 
other pigeon clubs can take away from 
this show is how they draw and main-
tain a large number of  juniors. Junior 
Showmanship classes were divided by 
age, they held an essay contest also 
divided by age and gave a scholar-
ship award. The picture of  the junior 
awards table on this page underlines 
their commitment to attracting junior 
members. 

Over the past many years, in 
which I have attended many Grand 
Nationals I keep hearing about how 
junior membership is the future of  
our hobby. There is no question that 
this statement is true and the people 
of  the Ohio National Chicken Show 

Pige� and
Chicken 
Sh�s

Pige� and
Chicken 
Sh�s

Pige� and
Chicken 
Sh�s

have provided us with a blueprint for 
success. I now attend four chicken/pi-
geon shows in Ohio, each with thriv-
ing junior membership.

Juniors members are our future 
and they can be found at the chicken 
shows.

Respectfully
	 Scott Amo

The Junior 
Awards Table
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Konigsberg
Tumbler

A unique
cross

This yellow Lahore 
young hen was bred 
and is owned by Wayne 
Joyce of Western 
Australia

A Nürmberg Lark, 
photographed at 

last year’s Australian 
National
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The Gang at the Grand National 
Chicken Show in Ohio. From left: 
Jack Melkerson, Rich Ronovich, 
Cory Andrews, Jerry Gagne and 
James Fathbruckner

Our President,  James Fathbruckner 
with  Clell Agler (Quail)

Oje  de Fresa —
Spanish Strawberry 
Eye, Spanish Barb
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Andrew 
Miles and his 
Champion 
Figurita

THe Show Hall in Columbus, Ohio
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Rollers in almond, baldhead, self and bell-
neck colors. Milton Kaelin 502-538-4975, 
mjkaelin@windstream.net.

BEAUTIFUL PIGEONS, published by Ivy 
Press UK. The book by Frank Povah is now 
available in the USA. Check it out on amazon.
com. It is also available in a German-language 
edition
Ron Simpson Muffed Tumblers 740 726 
2960 mufftumblers.com

Red & Yellow Clean-legged Priests, 
Black White-Bar Starlings, S. Ger-
man Shields, Thuringer Shields, Ber-
liner Lange Tumblers, Brunner Pout-
ers. Stock birds only.  Mark Weber, WI. 920 
684 1776

Anthony Massa wants Volga Tumblers, 
Rzhev Startail Tumblers, Utility Sil-
ver Kings, Lebanese, Saxon Spots 
and Damascenes. Call Tony Massa 330 
389 1753

Szegediner Highflyers Leonard Kuzmins-
ki is looking for breeders in US or Canada. 
810 387 3777

Tung Koon Paak. Similar to Chinese Na-
sal Tuft but with longer beak and in Ice color 
like Damascene. If you have some call Ralph 
Baker 937 631 5341
Simon is looking for long neck Magpies.  
Contact him at 580-762-2201

Eric (Tou) is looking for Giant Homers and 
Runts.  Contact him at tou.xiong82@yahoo.
com

Kazaners – Seeking  Whites only Willie 
English, Box 1942, Jacksonville TX 75766 
wgenglish55@aol.com

Magpie Marked Danzig Highfli-
ers. Please call or email Steve Mitchener 
405 748 6566,   jsmmitch@att.net

White Zitterhals Wanted. Dusty Cramer 
is looking for White Zitterhals. Please contact 
him at (419) 435 4807

Willie English is looking for White Kazan-
ers. 3455 FM347N., Rusk, Texas

Use your will power to help future 
generations  of fanciers - remember 
the NPA Legacy Fund Trust and the 
American Pigeon Museum in your be-
quests.

BUY • SELL • SWAP
Email your ad to Scott Amo at sbamo1954@yahoo.com or Frank at fairdinkumfrank@gmail.com. Put RBPC AD in the subject line

FOR SALE

WANTED

Altenberg Trumpeters (5 only) Young 
birds good voices. Czech Baghdads 
3 young birds. Email for pics and prices. 
Charles Pearson doveman62@yahoo.com

Catalonian Tumblers. Many different pat-
terns and colors, all out of flying stock; most-
ly cocks. Some homing pigeons also for 
sale. Anthony R Dasaro 1-812-246-3945

Figuritas, Armenian Highflyers 
(black), Saints, Schmalkendeners, 
South German Shields, South Ger-
man Moorheads, Swiss Crescents, 
Birmingham Rollers, Seraphim, Tran-
sylvanian Tumblers.  Contact Scott Amo 
at sbamo1954@yahoo.com

Highly Superior Italian Owls Fort Wayne In-
diana 260 557 2400. No Shipping

Zitterhals and Parlor Rollers – Red, 
Black, Blue Bar, Blue. Dusty Cramer, cramer-
sparlors@sbcglobal.net

Syrian Dewlaps; Russian Show Tum-
blers; Red Bar Archangel; Oriental 
Frill Bluettes Silverettes; Egyptian 
Swifts $15.00. Tony Massa 330 389 1753

English Owls; Antwerps; Spanish 
Barbs; blue and white-wing Archangels; 
red, yellow and blue Priests; flying-type 

Your fellow Rare Breed Pigeon Club members are the best source of birds.

Why not advertise here? It’ll cost 
you nothing.

James, Jerry Gagne (NPA President) Scott and Jack at Lancaster, PA
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✃
RARE BREEDS PIGEON CLUB  •  Membership Application

Renewal   New Member   This Membership is for the year 20..........Please type or print all details – it makes my life easier

Name..................................................................................................................................................................................

Street..................................................................................................................................................................................

City..................................................................................State/Province...........................Zip/Postcode..............................

Phone.................................................................................. Fax..........................................................................................

Email................................................................................... Website...................................................................................

Rare breeds kept.................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

DUES (Good from Jan–Dec unless otherwise stated)

$15.00 US	 .....................
$US20.00 Foreign	 .....................

.........Club Patches @ $6.00 ea	.....................

TOTAL ENCLOSED	 .................................

Make check, money order or 
IMO payable to
Rare Breeds Pigeon Club
and mail with form to: ➧

Scott Amo, Secretary/Treasurer
10860 Briggs Hwy
Cement City MI 49233
USA

Enquiries: (734) 330 0996 – sbamo1954@gmail.com

YES! I want to help 
the club save money

I have checked this box because I would like 
my Bulletin emailed to me


